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Guest  speaker  Karen  Nara- 
saki.  President  and  Executive 
Director  of  the  Asian  American 
Justice  Center  (AAJC)  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  and  Vice  Chair  of 
the  Leadership  Conference  on 
Civil  Rights,  spoke  in  front  of  a 
crowded  community  forum  at 
the  Asian-American  Civic  As¬ 
sociation  (AACA)  on  August 
14th. 

Narasaki  is  a  nationally  rec¬ 
ognized  civil  rights  leader  who 
founded  the  AAJC  to  carry  out 
the  mission  of  advancing  the 
human  and  civil  rights  of  Asian 
Pacific  Americans  through 
advocacy,  public  policy,  public 
education,  and  litigation.  The 
AAJC  is  the  nation's  leading 
voice  on  AsianAmerican  civil 
rights  concerns. 

Curtis  Cutter,  member 
of  AACA's  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  introduced  Narasaki. 
"Karen  Narasaki  is  a  national 
civil  rights  leader  for  all.  She's 
worked  for  Pacific  Asian- 
Americans  through  advocacy 
with  a  special  focus  on  family 
immigration." 

Narasaki  discussed  the 
effects  of  immigration  on  the 
Asian  American  community 
in  her  hour-long  lecture  and 
answered  questions  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  audience,  many  of 
whom  were  immigrants. 

She  described  some  of  the 
injustices  faced  by  Asian  im¬ 
migrants. 

"Two-thirds  of  the  [Asian¬ 
American]  community  are 
foreign  bom.  We  are  hit  by  ten¬ 
sion  —  the  ACLU  issued  reports 
of  massive  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  -denial  of  basic  health 
care  of  Chinese  and  other  im¬ 
migrants.  There  are  horrifying 
tales  of  mistreatment-children 
who  are  separated  from  fami¬ 
lies,"  she  said. 

She  added,  "Enforcement 
should  be  smart  and  respect 
human  rights  and  standards." 

Narasaki  outlined  a  basic 
problem  for  Asian  immigrants 
coming  to  the  United  States. 

The  definition  of  family  does 
not  translate  well  from  Asian 
culture  to  United  States  immi¬ 
gration  laws,  especially  when 
it  comes  to  recognizing  sibling 
relationships. 

"Citizenship  is  the  divid¬ 
ing  line  for  access  to  jobs  and 
programs.  Two  years  ago.  Bush 
pushed  a  bill  that  did  not  rec¬ 
ognize  family  relationships," 
she  said. 

Narasaki  noted  that  there 
are  1.5  million  more  Asians 
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backlogged  and  waiting  for  cit¬ 
izenship  and  that  one-tenth  of 
Asian  immigrants  in  the  United 
States  are  undocumented. 

She  also  explained  the 
common  misconception  many 
Americans  have  of  immigrants. 
"One  of  the  things  that  irritate 
Americans  is  when  immigrants 
can't  speak  English.  Most 
Americans  think  someone  can 
learn  a  language  in  six  months 
and  people  think  when  people 
are  not  speaking  English  that 
means  that  they  don't  want  to 
be  an  American." 

"Immigration  has  never 
been  a  comfortable  topic  for 
people.  Half  of  Americans 
want  to  see  immigration  re¬ 
duced,"  she  added. 

Kailun  Cheng,  20,  a  sopho¬ 
more  at  Johns  Hopkins  Univer¬ 
sity  who  has  tutored  English 
and  prepared  members  of  the 
Chinatown  community  for  the 
Citizenship  Test  through  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Associa¬ 
tion  (CPA),  immigrated  to  Bos¬ 
ton  from  Shanghai  at  the  age  of 
eight.  Like  many  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans,  her  family  has  been  immi¬ 
grating  to  the  United  States  for 
several  decades. 

"My  parents  still  don't 
speak  English  that  well.  They 
pick  up  more  and  more  words. 
It  would  be  great  if  they  could 
speak  English.  An  immigrant 
must  have  the  will  to  learn 
English  or  they  are  only  hurt¬ 


ing  themselves,"  said  Cheng. 

Narasaki  said,  "In  New 
York,  so  many  people  want  to 
learn  English  that  there's  a  lot¬ 
tery,  not  even  a  waiting  list." 

In  order  for  Asian  Americans 
to  be  better  understood,  Nara¬ 
saki  emphasized,  "We  need  your 
help  to  tell  us  what's  going  on 
with  your  family.  Asians  have 
to  tell  their  stories  because  they 
don't  do  it  enough." 

Cheng  explained  why  some 
Asian  Americans  might  hesi¬ 
tate  to  share  their  experiences. 
"It's  human  nature  to  want  to 
hide  that  you're  different  or  the 
things  that  set  you  apart.  It's 
natural.  In  China,  because  of  the 
political  tension,  many  people 
just  don't  speak  up." 

Narasaki  outlined  some 
of  the  most  recent  legislation 
regarding  immigration  laws  in¬ 
cluding  the  Dream  Act  and  the 
Reuniting  Families  Act. 

The  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives  introduced  the 
Dream  Act  in  late  March  of  this 
year.  It  would  allow  illegal  im¬ 
migrants  who  have  graduated 
from  high  school  in  the  United 
States  and  who  came  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  as  children  the  chance 
to  become  permanent  residents. 

Narasaki  explained,  "Many 
Korean  and  Pilipinos  fall  under 
that  category.  Some  kids  gradu¬ 
ate  from  high  school  and  realize 
they  can't  get  loans." 
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Comic 


ah-Lin! 

by  Lillian  Chan 


Look  of  what  I  just  got  —  a 
Gucci  bog!  I've  been  dying 
to  get  this  thing  for  the 
longest  time) 


How  much  did  it  cost? 


') 


% 
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for  more,  checkout  www.Hllianchan.com 


Announcements 


CORRECTIONS 

The  complete  list  of  sponsors  of  Chi¬ 
natown  August  Moon  Festival  on  August 
16  is  as  follows:  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association,  Chinatown  Main 
Street,  Chinatown  Business  Association, 
and  Chinese  Community  of  New  England. 


TAIWAN  TYPHOON  RELIEF 

GBCCA  Fund  Raising  BBQ  for 
Typhoon  Morakot  victims 

The  Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cultural 
Association  (GBCCA)  is  hosting  a  summer 
barbeque  on  Saturday,  August  29,  2009 
from  11:30  AM  to  2:30  AM  at  Aubumdale 
Cover  Park  in  Newton.  The  event  is  to 
raise  funds  for  the  victims  of  Typhoon 
Morakot  in  Taiwan;  all  proceeds  will 
go  towards  the  victims  to  help  them  to 
rebuild  their  homes  and  infrastructures 
and  move  on.  Tickets  to  the  BBQ  can  be 
reserved  in  advance  by  calling  GBCCA  of¬ 
fice  at  617-332-0377,  or  at  the  BBQ.  Ticket 
price:  Adults:  $9,  Children  under  12:  $5. 

In  case  of  rain,  the  BBQ  will  be  held  at  the 
GBCCA  Building,  437  Cherry  St.  West 
Newton,  MA  02465. 

Those  who  wish  to  support  this  fund¬ 
raiser  may  also  send  checks  (payable  to 
GBCCA;  specify  "the  Morakot  relief  fund" 
on  the  check)  to  GBCCA,  437  Cherry 
Street,  West  Newton,  MA  02465. 


CHINATOWN 


Chinese-speaking  gamblers' 
self-help  group 


Mass.  Council  on  Compulsive  Gambling 
will  be  having  a  monthly  Chinese  gam¬ 
blers'  self-help  group  meeting  from  12  to 
lpm  at  St.  James  Church  (125  Harrison 
Ave),  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month. 
For  more  information,  please  call  Chien- 
Chi  Huang  at  857-383-3563. 

Outdoor  Kung  Fu  Film  Screenings 

The  4th  Annual  Films  at  the  Gate 
will  be  held  from  Thursday,  August  27th 
through  Sunday,  August  30th  at  7:30  PM 
in  the  paved  lot  on  8  Hudson  Street,  a 
stone's  throw  away  from  Boston's  historic 
Chinatown  Gate.  Special  plans  are  un¬ 
der  way  for  a  new  outdoor  location,  also 
by  the  Gate,  for  the  Saturday  screening. 
Please  check  www.filmsatthegate.org  for 
updated  information. 

This  year's  films  include  A  Chinese 
Ghost  Story,  a  romantic-comedy-horror 
film.  Fist  of  Legend,  a  remake,  starring  Jet 
Li,  of  the  1972  film,  Drunken  Master,  an 
action-comedy  starring  Jackie  Chan,  and 
Shaolin  Soccer,  an  action-comedy  which 
broke  box  office  records  in  Hong  Kong  in 
2001.  Each  night  will  commence' with  a 
live  pre-show  before  the  feature  film. 

Proceeds  from  the  event  will  benefit 
Asian  Voices  of  Organized  Youth  for 
Community  Empowerment,  a  program  of 
ACDC. 

BOSTON 

Voter  registration  deadline 

The  last  day  to  register  or  change  vot¬ 
ing  address  for  the  Preliminary  Municipal 
Election  is  Wednesday,  September  2. 

Boston  voters  will  be  going  to  the 
polls  on  September  22  to  select  candidates 
for  the  office  of  Mayor,  with  the  top  two 
(2)  vote-getters  facing  off  in  November. 
The  field  of  15  candidates  in  the  At-Large 
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WILBER  SCHOOL 

APARTMENTS 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS 


Affordable  Rental  Program  Application  Deadline:  October  21, 2009 

selection  for  affordable  apartments  determined  by  lottery 


Smoke  free  community 
Pet  friendly 
Spacious  floor  plans 
Private  washer  and  dryer 
Walk  to  the  MBTA 
Commuter  Rail 
Fitness  center  and 
dubtoom 

'  24  Hour  Maintenance 

.  Energy  efficient  green 
design 


Rents  for  50%  Program* 

Rents  for  100%  Program* 

1  BR/1  Batb 

$719 

1  BR/1  Bath 

S  1450 

2  BR/2  Bath 

$855 

2  BR/2  Bath 

$  1750 

Maximum  Income 

Maximum  Income 

Limits  for  50%* 

Limits  for  100%* 

Household  Size 

Limit 

Household  Size 

Limit 

One  Person 

$31,550 

One  Person 

$63,140 

Two  Person 

$36,100 

Two  Person 

$72  160 

Three  Person 

$40,600 

Three  Person 

$81,180 

Four  Person 

$45,100 

Four  Person 

$90,200 

'  Subject  to  change 

a  Subject  to  change 

ll1 


r  cal”  o”r”eMa7l  FOR  AN  APPLICATION 


LH 


Wilber  School  Apartments 
75  South  Main  Street 
Sharon  MA  02067 
t  781  784  2118 
t  617  338  4346 
TTY:  711 

A  wfc-'wjoisr  ^  ^  _  e  wilberschoo(@beaconcommunitiesllc  com 


An  informational  session  about  the  affordable 
apartments  will  be  held  on  September  22  @  4  PM 
Location  Sharon  Housing  Authority  Clubhouse 
18  Hixson  Farm  Road.  Sharon,  M A  02067 
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City  Council  race  will  be  winnowed  down 
to  the  top  eight  (8)  finishers,  who  will  vie 
for  four  (4)  seats.  There  are  also  District 
City  Council  contests  in  three  (3)  districts: 
District  1,  District  7  and  District  9.  The 
two  (2)  highest  finishers  in  each  of  these 
districts  will  run  against  each  other  in  the 
final  election.  The  final  Municipal  Elec¬ 
tion  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  November 
3,  2009. 

Voting  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  including  Boston,  is  address- 
based.  Voters  can  make  sure  that  then- 
voting  information  is  current  by  checking 
online  at  www.cityofboston.gov/elections 
and  clicking  on  the  link  "Voter  Registra¬ 
tion  Search." 

If  you  are  currently  registered  to  vote 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  but  are  at  a  new  ad¬ 
dress:  Write  a  brief  note,  giving  your  full 
name,  date  of  birth,  old  voting  address, 
and  new  voting  address,  as  well  as  a 
means  of  contact  (telephone  number  or  e- 
mail  address).  Sign  the  note,  and  mail  to: 
Boston  Election  Department,  Room  241; 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201.  You 
may  also  download  a  new  voter  registra¬ 
tion  form  from  the  website,  and  use  it  to 
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Affordable  First-time  Homeownership  Opportunity 


Peter’s  Estates 
69  Pleasant  Street 
Grafton,  Massachusetts 
Two  two-bedroom  townhouse  condominiums 
featuring  one  and  one  half  baths, 
one  car  garage,  1,327  square  feet,  $157,300 

Access  to  the  Mass  Pike  and  the  commuter  rail 

Buyers  will  be  selected  by  lottery. 

In  order  to  qualify,  total  household  income  cannot  exceed  the 
following  maximum  income  limits  per  household  size: 

One  person  household  $44,650 

Two  person  household  $5 1 ,000 

Three  person  household  $57,400 
Four  person  household  $63,750 

Five  person  household  $68,850 


To  request  an  application  and  information  packet, 
contact:  Housing  Resource  Group,  LLC  at  (781)  820-8797 
or  visit  the  Grafton  Public  Library,  35  Grafton  Common 
M  &  W  10:00  a.m.  -  9:00  p.m.  T  &  T  1:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m. 
F  &  S  10:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Completed  applications  must  be  returned  to  the 
Housing  Resource  Group,  LLC 
Four  Raymond  Street,  Lexington,  M  A  0242 1 
postmarked  by  October  10,  2009. 

An  informational  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Grafton  Police  Department,  28  Providence  Road 
at  1:00  p.m.  Saturday,  September  26,  2009 
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change  your  residential  information. 

If  you  are  currently  registered  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  but  not  in  Boston:  You  must 
re-register  to  vote.  Download  a  National 
Voter  Registration  form  from  www.cityof- 
boston.gov/elections  or  call  617-635-3767, 
and  a  new  form  will  be  sent  to  you. 

All  new  voter  registration  forms  or 
address  changes  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  September  2,  2009  in  order  to  be 
recognized  for  the  Preliminary  Municipal 
Election.  For  more  information,  please 
contact  the  Boston  Election  Department  at 
617-635-3767  or  visit  the  website:  WWW. 
cityofboston.gov  /  elections. 


ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 

Comedian  Joe  Wong  to  perform  at  the 
Charles  Playhouse 

Comedian  Joe  Wong,  who  made  his 
first  nationally  televised  appearance  on 
CBS'  "Late  Show  with  David  Letterman" 
this  past  May,  headlines  Tommy's  Com¬ 
edy  Lounge  at  the  Charles  Playhouse  this 
Friday,  August  28th  and  Saturday,  August 
29th  at  8:30PM. 

Self-titled  as  an  "All  American  immi¬ 
grant,"  Joe  Wong  came  a  long  way  from  a 
rosy-eyed  new  immigrant  to  a  blossoming 
comedian.  His  jokes  range  from  ethnic, 
personal,  political,  observational  to  bi¬ 
zarre.  It's  not  always  easy  to  categorize  his 
humor,  but  it  is  always  inspired. 

Free  community  kite  festival 

East  Meets  West  -  Kite  &  Cultural 
Festival  2009,  the  7th  annual  free  com¬ 
munity  event,  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
September  19  at  Pope  John  Paul  II  Park 
in  Dorchester.  Sunday,  September  20 
will  be  a  flying  day.  It  will  also  be  a  rain 
backup  day.  The  fun  starts  at  10AM  and 
ends  at  4PM  on  both  days. 

Sept  19  will  be.  the. day  for.major  activ¬ 
ities.  Activities  include  LAUGH.  Yes,  you 
can  laugh,  regardless  you  are  happy  and 
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unhappy.  People  of  all  ages,  gender  and 
cultural  background  are  invited  to  laugh 
with  us.  All  attendees  are  also  welcome  to 
join  in  singing  and  exercises.  We  look  for 
volunteers  with  good  ideas  or/and  experi¬ 
ence  to  take  a  leading  role  in  our  laugh¬ 
ing  and  other  activities.  Those  interested 
please  contact  us  by  phone  or  email. 

Like  past  years,  this  annual  event  will 
be  fun-filled  for  both  families  and  indi¬ 
viduals  will  feature  the  best  kites  from 
the  East  and  West.  Adults  and  children, 
novices  and  professionals  will  fly  kites 
to  their  hearts'  content.  Ornate  kites  with 
magnificent  color,  punctuated  a  day  filled 
with  excitement,  harmony  and  peace. 
There  will  be  flying  demos  and  other  kite 
related  activities.  We  have  a  50  feet  wide 
rainbow  kite  that  required  20  people  to 
pull.  If  there  is  enough  wind  (in  the  right 
direction),  you  are  welcome  to  join  us  to 
fly  it. 

Directions: 

MBTA:  Take  the  Red  Line  (Ashmont 
branch)  to  Fields  Comer.  The  #20  bus 
route  passes  by  two  of  the  park's  entranc¬ 
es:  at  Neponset  Circle  and  at  Hallet  Street. 
By  Car:  Take  US-1  South  to  exit  12,  Rt  3A 
South  and  merge  onto  Gallivan  Boulevard 
(MA  203).  The  event  entrance  is  located 
on  Hallet  Street.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  Tom  Y.  Chung  at  508-863- 
7389  or  at  eastmeetswest21@yahoo.com 


FILMS 


Ang  Lee  film  series 


This  summer  the  Brattle  Theatre  is 
pleased  to  present  it's  Thursday  reper¬ 
tory  series:  SENSE  &  SENSIBILITY:  THE 
FILMS  OF  ANG  LEE.  Starting  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  July  23rd  and  running  until  Thurs¬ 
day,  August  27th,  we  will  be  screening  a 
different  film  by  the  venerable  Taiwanese 
director  Ang  Lee.  Advance  and  bulk  tick¬ 
ets  are  available,  please  call  617-876-6838 
for  more  information. 


Chinatown  News 


FROM  PAGE  1  IMMIGRATION 

The  Reuniting  Families  Act  aims  to 
ameliorate  the  problems  caused  by  sep¬ 
arating  families  for  years  at  a  time  due 
to  backlogs  and  visa  quotas  because  of 
our  20  year  outdated  family  immigra¬ 
tion  system. 

To  support  the  Reuniting  Families 
Act  and  immigration  reform,  Narasaki 
urged  audience  members  to  sign  the 
online  petition  at  http://www.ad- 
vancingequality.org/  FamilyPetition  / . 

The  petition  states,  "In  fixing  our 
broken  immigration  system,  we  must 
recognize  that  families  make  America 
stronger.  This  reform  is  about  helping 
legal  immigrants  unite  with  their  loved 
ones.  Legal  immigrants  who  have  the 
support  of  strong  families  are  better 
able  to  work  hard,  invest  in  education 
and  homes,  pay  taxes,  and  start  busi¬ 
nesses  that  create  jobs.  Immigrants  who 
have  played  by  the  rules  and  brought 
their  families  here  are  committed  to  be¬ 
coming  Americans  and  giving  back  to 
this  country." 

"If  you're  a  legal  permanent  resi¬ 
dent,  you  would  wait  7-9  years  for  your 
spouse  if  you're  from  Mexico.  7-9  years 
is  too  long  to  be  separated.  What  we 
would  do  is  remove  the  quota  and  we 
would  preserve  categories  for  brothers 
and  sisters.  It  is  important  to  fix  back¬ 
log.  There  are  3  million  spouses  who 
are  not  here.  This  is  why  you  need  to  fix 
the  system  while  you're  doing  the  legal¬ 
ization  program,"  Narasaki  said. 

Narasaki  answered  controversial 
questions  from  members  of  the  audi¬ 
ence  in  a  Q  &  A. 

Boston  Educator  Scott  Kelley  re¬ 
marked,  "I  thought  the  lecture  was 
outstanding.  I  liked  the  whole  politics 
of  the  family  and  the  idea  of  Asian- 


Americans  sharing  their  stories.  She 
wants  people  to  get  involved  in  the 
political  process  to  tell  stories  — to  tell 
people  to  become  knowledgeable  about 
Asian-American  experiences." 

Select  Questions  from  Q&A 

Q:  Do  you  think  Asian-Americans 
are  being  held  back  by  Americans  views 
of  Mexicans,  Puerto  Ricans,  and  Hai¬ 
tians? 

A:  The  issue  of  immigration  makes 
Latinos  the  problem.  Many  people  in 
the  Asian  American  community  think  it 
is  about  Mexicans  too.  People  who  don't 
like  Mexicans  don't  like  Asians  either. 
We  are  not  white  — there  is  a  concern 
about  culture  change  —  people  are  ner¬ 
vous  about  change. 

Q:  Why  are  Republicans  never  pro¬ 
immigration? 

A:  There  are  not  a  lot  of  friendly 
Republicans  on  issues  of  immigration  in 
the  Senate. 

Some  republicans  base  it  on  unemploy¬ 
ment.  Some  people  don't  like  the  de¬ 
mographics  of  immigration.  You  can't 
fix  the  system  with  lower  numbers;  you 
have  to  fix  the  demand.  You  have  to 
deal  with  reality  and  have  a  system  that 
reflects  that  reality. 

Q:  Why  do  Europeans  have  more  of 
an  advantage? 

A:  The  wait  period  is  longer  for 
places  like  Mexico  and  China  because 
it  is  per  capita.  Less  people  are  coming 
from  Europe  so  they  do  not  have  to  wait 
as  long. 


dent. 


Natalie  Omell  is  ci  Sampan  correspon- 
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Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Is 
Coming  to  Your  Neighborhood 


A  Boston  Water  and  Sewer 
Commission  Community  Services 
Department  representative  will 
be  in  your  neighborhood  at  the 
place,  dates,  and  time  listed  here. 


CHINATOWN 

Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Association  (CCBA) 
90  Tyler  Street 

Thursdays,  12-1  PM 

September  1 0  •  October  8 


Our  representative  will  be  available  to: 

✓  Accept  payments.  (Check  or  money  order  only-no  cash,  please.) 

✓  Process  discount  forms  for  senior  citizens  and  disabled  people. 

✓  Resolve  billing  or  service  complaints. 

✓  Review  water  consumption  data  for  your  property. 

✓  Arrange  payment  plans  for  delinquent  accounts. 

Need  more  information? 

Call  the  Community  Services  Department  at  617-989-7000. 


^  Boston  Water  and 
^  Sewer  Commission 

980  Harrison  Avenue  •  Boston ,  MA  021 19  •  www.bwsc.org 


1  Bedroom 

$45,000 


Town  of  Marshfield 


Marshfield  Housing  Opportunity 
Purchase  Program 


The  Marshfield  Housing  Partnership  is  accepting  additional  applications  from  qualified 
applicants  for  grants  to  assist  them  in  purchasing  an  existing  market  rate  home  or  condo¬ 
minium  in  Marshfield.  A  deed  restriction  will  be  recorded  on  each  unit  purchased  with  a 
grant  to  secure  affordability  in  perpetuity.  MHOPP  grants  are  separate  from  and  are  in 
addition  to  the  Economic  Stimulus  First-Time  Homebuyer  Tax  Credit. 


Maximum  Grant  Amounts 
2  Bedrooms  3,  4  and  5  Bedrooms 

$60,000  $80,000 


Maximum  House/Condominium  Amounts 


Bedrooms 

Sale 

Maximum 

Net  Price 

Price 

Grant 

Ater  Grant 

1  BR  Condo 

$172,000 

$45,000 

$127,000 

2  BR  Condo 

$202,500 

$60,000 

$142,500 

2  BR  House 

$237,250 

$60,000 

$177,250 

3  BR  Condo 

$248,000 

$80,000 

$168,000 

3  BR  House 

$277,000 

$80,000 

$197,000 

4  BR  House 

$293,000 

$80,000 

$213,000 

5  BR  House 

$308,500 

$80,000 

$228,500 

Maximum  Annual 

Household  Income 

1  person 

$46,300 

5  person 

$71,450 

2  person 

$52,950 

6  person 

$76,750 

3  person 

$59,550 

7  Person 

$82,050 

4  person 

$66,150 

8  Person 

$87,350 

Net  family  assets  may  not  exceed  $75,000. 

Households  interested  in  applying  should  attend  one  of  the  two  informational  sessions  being 
provided.  Informational  sessions  will  be  held  at  the  following  locations: 

Saturday,  September  12,  2009,  10:00  AM:  Marshfield  Town  Hall,  Hearing  Room  #  2,  780 
Moraine  Street,  Marshfield 

Thursday,  September  17,  2009,  7:00  PM:  Marshfield  Town  Hall,  Hearing  Room  #  2,  780  Mo¬ 
raine  Street,  Marshfield 

A  lottery  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  October  8,  2009  at  7:00  PM  at  the  Marshfield  Town  Hall, 
Hearing  Room  U  2,  to  select  grant  recipients.  Successful  grant  recipients  are  required  to  have 
at  least  one  family  member  attend  and  complete  a  Homebuyer  Education  Workshop. 

For  additional  information  or  to  receive  an  application  contact  either  the  Marshfield  Housing 
Authority  (781-834-4333)  or  the  Marshfield  Housing  Coordinator  (781-834-1051). 

Applications  are  also  available  at  the  Marshfield  Town  Hall.  All  applications  must  be  received 
and  date  stamped  by  the  Marshfield  Housing  Authority  no  later  than  4:00  PM  on  Thursday, 
September  24,  2009. 
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Chinatown  News 


40th  August  Moon  Festival  a  testament 
to  Chinatown’s  longevity 


Boston  News 


Bilingual 
ballot  bills 

challenge  Boston  to 
expand  the  vote 


Mayor  Menino  and  other  Festival  leaders  and  spon¬ 
sors  stand  in  the  background  as  The  Boston  Chinese  Free 
Masons  Athletic  Club  performs  a  Lion  dance  on  the  Main 
Stage.  (Photo  by  Natalie  Omell) 


President  of  the  AACA  Youth  Council  Kevin  Lai 
(front  center)  poses  with  AACA  Youth  Council  Members 
as  they  advertise  their  watermelon  contest  (Photo  by 
Natalie  Omell) 


By  Natalie  Omell 

The  40th  Annual 
Chinatown  August  Moon 
Festival  on  August  16th 
drew  large  crowds  of  all 
ages.  The  festival  featured 
martial  arts,  calligraphy, 
Asian  arts,  folk  dances, 
a  lion  dance,  and  other 
activities.  Vendors  sell¬ 
ing  anything  from  moon 
cakes  to  turtles  and 
stringed  instruments 
lined  up  and  down  Har¬ 
rison,  Hudson,  Tyler 
and  Beach  Streets  from 
10AM-5PM  in  the  spirit 
of  August  Moon,  which 
celebrates  the  end  of  the 
harvest  season. 

Julius  Ho,  18,  said, 
"I've  never  seen  China¬ 
town  so  packed." 

Many  youth  attended 
the  festival  this  year.  Ris¬ 
ing  senior  Jeffrey  Cai  of 
Boston  Latin  High  School 
and  rising  junior  Eric  To 
of  Revere  High  School 
both  canvassed  for  Mayor 
Menino.  "This  is  my  sec¬ 
ond  year  volunteering. 
We're  here  all  day,"  Cai 
said. 

Members  of  the  Asian 
American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  Youth  Coun¬ 
cil  hosted  a  watermelon 
contest  with  prizes  in 
order  to  raise  funds  for 
their  initiatives  as  well  as 
to  promote  their  Fall  2009 
youth  activities  and  coun¬ 
cil  membership. 

AACA  youth  board 
president  Kevin  Lai,  a 
rising  senior  at  Needham 
High  School  said,  "We're 
trying  to  raise  donations 
for  our  Youth  Council. 
AACA  Youth  Council  is 
all  about  youth  empow¬ 
erment  and  it  is  made 
of  high  school  students. 
We're  trying  to  give  back 
tp  the  Chinatown  commu¬ 
nity,"  he  explained. 

AACA  Youth  Coun¬ 
cil  director  Chealyn  Tim 
further  explained,  "We're 
raising  extra  funds  to 
campaign  for  a  more  en¬ 
vironmentally  friendly 
Chinatown  and  Boston 
through  the  Go  Lucky 
Green  Initiative.  Pollution 
is  one  of  the  biggest  issues 
facing  Chinatown." 

Opening  remarks 
took  place  on  the  main 
stage  near  the  China¬ 
town  gates  at  1 1  am  The 
muggy  weather  did  not 
stop  the  Boston  Free  Ma¬ 
son  Athletic  Club  from 
performing  an  energetic 


lion  dance  that  incited 
cheers  from  the  crowd. 
President  of  China¬ 
town  Main  Street  Tony 
Yee  and  Director  of 
the  Chinese  Consoli¬ 
dated  Benevolent  As¬ 
sociation  (CCBA)  Betty 
Wing  introduced  the 
festival's  sponsors. 
Representatives  from 
sponsor  organizations 
received  plaques  and 
Candidates  for  Coun- 
cilor-at-Large  had  the 
opportunity  to  share  a 
few  words. 

Candidates  for 
Councilor-  At-Large 
included  Andrew  Ken- 
nealy,  Igor  Erezdi,  Tito 
Jackson,  Ay  anna  Press- 
ley,  and  Mi p  Nguyen. 
Massachusetts  State 
Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General  Tim  Cahill 
encouraged  Chinatown 
residents  to  register  to 
vote  for  the  September 
elections. 

Yee  said,  "The 
purpose  of  today's  fes¬ 
tival  is  to  promote  the 
culture,  the  tradition, 
and  the  District  of  Chi¬ 
natown.  August  Moon 
is  a  time  on  our  lunar 
calendar  when  we  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  abundance 
of  summer's  harvest.  A 
time  to  give  thanks  for 
the  friends  and  family 
we  have  and  a  time 
to  be  grateful  for  the 
results  of  this  year's 
efforts." 

Yee  recognized 
Mayor  Menino  for 
obtaining  funds  from 
the  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation. 
Menino  accepted  the 
Appreciation  Award 
on  behalf  of  the  State 
Street  Corporation.  The 
Chinatown  Business 
Association,  The  Chi¬ 
natown  Community 
of  New  England,  The 
Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Associa¬ 
tion  (CCBA),  and  the 
Chinatown  Main  Street 
group  hosted  the  fes¬ 
tival.  The  festival  was 
supported  bv  Menino, 
Representative  Aaron 
Michlewitz,  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  the  Boston 
Police  Department, 
and  the  Boston  Public 
Works  Department. 

Tire  late  Mary 
SooHoo,  a  defender 
of  Chinatown's  pub¬ 
lic  safety  who  fought 
tirelessly  against  drug 


trafficking  and  crime,  was 
honored  at  the  festival  for 
her  contributions  to  the 
community. 

President  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Consolidated  Benev¬ 
olent  Association  of  New 
England  Gilbert  Ho,  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Chinese  Com¬ 
munity  of  New  England 
Uncle  Frank  Chin,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  State  Treasurer 
and  Receiver  General 
Tim  Cahill,  First  Deputy 
Treasurer  (and  highest 
ranking  Asian  official  in 
the  State  of  Massachu¬ 
setts)  Grace  Lee,  City  of 
Boston  District  Councilor 
for  Chinatown  Bill  Line- 
han.  State  Representative 
of  the  3rd  Suffolk  Dis¬ 
trict  Aaron  Michlewitz, 
Director  of  Community 
Affairs  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Ron  Bell, 
Legislative  aid  to  State 
Senator  Sonia  Chang- 
Diaz  Melina  Munoz,  and 
Director  General  of  Taipei 
Economic  Cultural  Office 
Kuo  Tung  Yang  all  spoke 
at  the  festival. 

Yee  said  in  his  clos¬ 
ing  remarks,  "Chinatown 
has  been  on  the  move. 
And  it  has  been  show¬ 
cased  on  Channel  5, 
Chronicle,  Boston  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Network,  and 
Asian  |  Boston  Magazine 
to  name  a  few.  China¬ 
town  has  become  cleaner, 
safer,  and  more  vibrant." 

The  40th  Annual 
Chinatown  August  Moon 


Festival  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  United 
Commercial  Bank- 
represented  by  Se¬ 
nior  Vice  President 
and  Director  of 
New  England  Re¬ 
gional  Market  Ray¬ 
mond  Tung,  State 
Street  Corporation, 
Tufts  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter-  represented  by 
Director  of  Com¬ 
munity  Health 
Improvement 
Programs  Sherry 
Dong,  Comcast- 
represented  by 
Multicultural  Mar¬ 
keting  Manager 
Andreina  Zubi- 
zaretta,  Mohegan 
Sun-  represented 
by  Vice  President 
of  International 
Marketing  Ernie 
Wu  and  Chairman 
of  the  Mohegan 
Tribe  Bruce  "Two 
Dogs"  Bozsum, 
Cathay  Bank-  rep¬ 
resented  by  VP 
Ricky  Lam,  Opera¬ 
tions  Officer  Jian 
Yu  Tam,  and  As¬ 
sistant  Operations 
Officer  Tony  Mei, 
and  Asian  Boston 
Magazine-  repre¬ 
sented  by  Founder 
Leo  Anthony. 

Natalie  Omell  is 
a  Sampan  correspon¬ 
dent. 


Together. 


Cambridge 
works. 


Executive  Director,  Human  Rights/ 
Executive  Secretary  PRAB 

(JOB  CODE:  M029-SP)  The  City  of  Cambridge  seeks  an 
experienced  professional  to  oversee  day-to-day  dept,  administration 
of  two  City  agencies  (Human  Rights  Commission.  Police  Review 
and  Advisory  Board)  Requires  exceptional  management  skills  and 
proven  record  of  accomplishment  in  dvil  rights  activities,  as  well  as 
demonstrated  ability  to  interact  positively  with  a  diverse  community. 
JD  degree  and  bilingual  skills  preferred  $68.500- $82,500  +  excellent 
benefits.  Closing  date  5pm  on  9/ 1 6/09 

Other  positions  currently  available  include 

•  Children  &  Youth  Services  Planner 

(job  Code  M286-SP) 

•  Tree  Climber/Special  MEO  (Job  Code  C76S-SP) 

•  Afterschool  Head  Teacher  (job  Code  D447-SP) 

For  detailed  information  on  these  positions  and  others, 
please  visit  our  website  www.cambridgema.gov  and 
dick  on  ‘Jobs.* 

We  are  an  AA/EEO  Employer 


By  Kyle  Chayka 

A  crowd  packed  State 
House  hearing  room  A-l 
and  all  attention  directed 
at  the  panel  of  City  Coun¬ 
cilors  and  State  Repre¬ 
sentatives  at  the  front  of 
the  room.  This  audience, 
though,  wasn't  listening 
to  their  words.  Instead, 
rows  of  seated  Chinatown 
community  members 
listened  attentively  to 
headphones  wired  to  a 
microphone  system  and 
through  them,  a  woman 
perched  in  the  comer 
translating  the  legislators' 
words. 

Senate  Bill  20  and 
House  Bill  2665,  two  bills 
presented  in  a  State  Leg¬ 
islative  Hearing  this  past 


Wednesday,  August  12, 
aim  to  solve  some  of  the 
problems  created  when 
parts  of  the  voting  pro¬ 
cess  get  lost  in  translation. 
These  measures  propose 
the  placement  of  bilingual 
ballots  throughout  desig¬ 
nated  polling  jurisdictions 
where  there  are  at  least 
35  registered  voters  with 
Chinese  surnames  or  30 
with  Vietnamese,  for  "all 
City  of  Boston  prelimi¬ 
nary  or  final  elections," 
according  to  the  text  of 
the  bill. 

CONTINUED  PAGE  5 


House  for  Sale? 

Call  Sampan  Advertising 
617-426-9492  x206 
Or  email : 
ads@sampan.org 
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Finigan  Way 
Concord 

14A  Strawberry  Hill  Road 


Six  Units  Available  -  New  Construction 

2-bedroom  units  for  $  163,300  and  $167,900 
3-bedroom  units  for  $183,500,  $188,200,  $190,300 

Information  Session: 

Thursday  September  3, 7:30pm 

141  Keyes  Road,  Concord  Town  Building 

Applications  accepted: 

Through  September  25,  2009, 1:00pm 

Housing  Lottery:  October  7,  2009 


ft 

oWfPtwfy 


Application  and  Information: 
Housinq@Sudbury.Ma.US 

278  Old  Sudbury  Rd 

Sudbury,  MA  01776,978-639-3388 

Income  and  Asset  Limits. 

Use  and  Resale  Restrictions  Apply 


AFFORDABLE  CONDOMINIUMS 


ADMIRAL  COVE  &  CASTLE  COURTYARD 

Sales  Prices: 

$141,100  -  $163,700 

Two  1-BR  and  four  2-BR  condos  for  sale  to  in¬ 
come-eligible  first-time  buyers.  Brand  new  con¬ 
struction,  top  appliances,  amenities.  Down  pay¬ 
ment  assistance  also  available  for  qualified 
buyers. 

Income  Limits  /  Household  Size: 

$46,300  /  one-person  -  $52,950  /  two-person 
$59,550  /  three-person  -  $66,150  /  four-person 


OPEN  HOUSE  /  INFO  SESSION: 
Wednesday,  SEPT.  16,  6-8PM 

For  Details  and  Application  call  617-923-3505  x5  or  visit 
www. watertowncommunityhousing.org 


APPLICATION  DEADLINE:  SEPT. 


25,  2009 
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FROM  PAGE  4  -  BILIN¬ 
GUAL 

The  use  of  bilingual 
ballots  is  meant  to  ease 
democratic  participa¬ 
tion  of  immigrants  who 
may  not  be  comfortable 
enough  in  their  English 
ability  to  vote.  Senate  Bill 
20  sponsor  Senator  Sonia 
Chang-Diaz  explains  the 
concern  driving  the  bill, 
"Language...  is  perhaps 
the  greatest  barrier  to 
full  enfranchisement  for 
many  of  our  minority  citi¬ 
zens,"  she  continues,  "the 
city  of  Boston  has  made 
enormous  strides  in  over¬ 
coming  these  barriers. . . 
but  if  the  ballot  is  not  in  a 
language  that  voters  can 
understand,  [State]  Con¬ 
gress  will  remain  beyond 
many  voters'  grasp." 

The  crux  of  the  con¬ 
tention  over  bilingual  bal¬ 
lots  is  not  that  they  bring 
more  voters  to  the  table, 
rather,  the  issue  is  over 
transliteration,  or  how 
candidates'  names  are 
translated  from  English  to 
Chinese.  Critics  of  the  bill, 
including  Massachusetts 
Secretary  of  State  William 
Francis  Galvin,  say  that 
since  direct  translation 
of  English  names  into 
Chinese  is  impossible, 
indirect  translations  using 
Chinese  characters  may 
give  way  to  unintended 
positive  or  negative  con¬ 
notations  attached  to 
candidates'  transliterated 
names. 

Many  elderly  immi¬ 
grants,  due  to  the  length 
of  time  they  have  held 
residence  in  America, 
took  their  citizenship  tests 
in  their  native  language 
rather  than  in  English. 

This  means  that  when 
confronted  with  an  Eng¬ 
lish  language-only  ballot, 
these  voters  are  forced  to 
look  to  election  staff  and 
volunteers  for  help  in 
placing  their  vote. 

Controversy  arose  in 
July  2005  when  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Justice 
filed  a  lawsuit  against  the 
city  of  Boston  for  failing 
to  provide  bilingual  bal¬ 
lots  for  Asian  American 
minority  groups.  The  lack 
of  bilingual  ballots  was 
to  be  corrected  in  a  Sep¬ 
tember  2005  out-of-court 
agreement  in  which  the 
city  pledged  to  supply 
the  necessary  English- 
Chinese  and  English- Viet¬ 
namese  ballots  through 
December  of  2008. 

Though  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  made  to  use 
bilingual  ballots  for  major 
elections,  November  2006 
elections  failed  to  provide 
transliterated  candidate 
names.  The  May  2007  pre¬ 
liminary  and  final  elec¬ 
tion  for  the  District  2  city 
council  race  did  employ 
bilingual  ballots. 

The  current  bill  un¬ 
der  consideration,  filed 
January  of  this  year  in 
the  House  and  Senate 
bv  Representative  Jef¬ 
frey  Sanchez  and  Senator 


Elderly  Chinatown  community  members  listen  to  the 
legislative  hearing  through  headphones  while  speeches 
are  translated.  (Photo  by  Kyle  Chayka) 


Sonia  Chang-Diaz  respec¬ 
tively,  provide  for  the 
use  of  bilingual  ballots 
through  December  2013, 
when  the  bill  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  renewal. 

Chair  of  the  Board  of 
the  Election  Commission 
Geraldine  Cuddyer  lauds 
the  initial  use  of  bilingual 
ballots  in  2007,  "To  say 
that  our  initial  foray  into 
transliteration  was  an 
overwhelming  success  is 
an  understatement."  The 
2007  elections  were  the 
first  time  in  which  turn¬ 
out  for  Vietnamese  and 
Chinese  voters  exceeded 
that  of  the  general  popu¬ 
lation.  Considering  this 
first  outcome  as  well  as 
the  overwhelming  sup¬ 
port  the  bill  enjoys  from 
state  legislators,  the  mea¬ 
sures  seem  likely  to  pass. 

State  Representa¬ 
tive  Aaron  Michelwitz 
expressed  his  belief  that 
supporting  the  bilingual 
ballot  bill  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  City  Council, 

"I  feel  our  job  here  on  the 
council  is  to  provide  as 
much  voter  access  to  the 
ballot  box  as  possible." 

City  Councilor  Stephen 
Murphy  agrees,  "We 
think  it's  a  good  thing  for 
the  city  of  Boston  to  allow 
as  many  people  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  participate  in  our 
democratic  process...  and 
we're  united!  We're  not 
united  all  that  often,  but 
on  this  particular  issue, 
we  are  united."  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino  has  also 
supported  the  bill. 

The  fear  of  mis¬ 
interpretation  due  to 
candidates'  transliter¬ 
ated  names  seems  to  be 
a  result  of  a  misunder¬ 
standing  of  the  Chinese 
language  rather  than  a 
legitimate  concern.  As 
Senator  Chang-Diaz 
cited  in  her  testimony  at 
the  state  hearing,  Chi¬ 
nese  characters  chosen 
for  transliterated  names 
come  from  a  selected 
group  and  are  known  to 
be  neutral,  free  of  positive 
or  negative  connotation. 
Senate  Bill  20  and  House 
Bill  3665  also  provide  for 
candidate  supervision  of 
the  transliterated  names, 
giving  candidates  seven 
davs'  time  after  receiving 
the  state-proposed  name 
to  modify  or  decline  to 
use  the  transliteration. 


Clearly,  these  checks 
should  serve  to  make  the 
bilingual  ballot  bill  more 
palatable  to  campaign 
offices  afraid  of  negative 
impact. 

At  present,  the  future 
of  the  bilingual  ballots 
bill  is  uncertain.  The  bill 
is  now  under  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  City  Council 
and  if  it  is  passed  will 
move  on  to  the  State 
House  for  approval. 
Representative  Michle- 
witz  is  positive  about 
the  bilingual  ballot  bill's 
value  and  hopeful  for  its 
success.  "I  feel  confident 
we  will  have  a  positive 
turnout  [for  the  bill]  in 
committee,"  he  says, 
"though  I'm  not  sure 
about  getting  it  through 
the  [State]  House  and  the 
Senate  vote. . .  I'm  going 
to  continue  to  push  for  it, 
and  time  will  tell." 

Professor  Mingquan 
Wang,  Tufts  University's 
Chinese  Language  Co¬ 
ordinator,  writes  in  an 
email,  "The  decision  to 
support  or  oppose  the 
[bilingual  ballot]  bill 
should  not  be  based  on 
whether  a  transliterated 
name  sounds  good  or 
not;  it  should  be  based  on 
whether  the  translitera¬ 
tion  helps  voters  identify 
the  candidate  more  accu¬ 
rately."  Fundamentally, 
this  bill  is  not  about  the 
candidates'  images  of 
themselves.  It  is  about 
providing  fair,  demo¬ 
cratic  access  to  the  voting 
booth  for  Asian  American 
citizens.  It  will  be  up  to 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  to 
decide  whether  or  not  to 
act  on  this  opportunity 
for  enfranchisement. 

Kyle  Chayka  is  a  Sam¬ 
pan  correspondent. 


Asian  American  Journalists  Association  con¬ 
venes  in  Boston 


By  Rebecca  Chang 

In  uncertain  times  for 
the  print  media  industry 
at  large,  some  650  journal¬ 
ists  gathered  for  the  20th 
Annual  Asian  American 
Journalists  Association's 
(AAJA)  National  Conven¬ 
tion  to  discuss  the  changing 
face  of  American  media, 
while  celebrating  the  gains 
made  by  Asian  Americans 
in  the  field. 

The  event's  August  12 
opening  ceremonies  at  the 
downtown  Seaport  Hotel 
were  highlighted  by  a  key¬ 
note  address  by  Secretary 
of  Commerce  Gary  Locke, 
the  first  Chinese-American 
to  hold  the  position. 

Locke  spoke  of  the 
importance  of  the  media 
in  our  civic  infrastructure 
and  promoting  democracy, 
invoking  the  recent  release 
of  Euna  Lee  and  Laura  Ling 
as  a  reminder  of  the  risks 
some  journalists  must  take 
to  preserve  open  society. 
The  importance  of  the  2010 
Census  formed  a  key  pillar 
of  the  Secretary's  speech, 
with  Locke  noting  that  Cal¬ 
ifornia  and  Massachusetts 
may  potentially  lose  a  seat 
in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  to  states  with  surging 
populations.  Members  of 
the  AAJA,  he  emphasized, 
could  play  a  key  role  in 
spreading  word  of  the 
importance  of  the  Census, 
and  in  getting  underrepre¬ 
sented  ethnicities  mobilized 
to  participate. 

Gund  Kwok,  America's 
only  all-female  Lion  and 
Dragon  Dancing  group, 
opened  the  ceremonies 
with  a  performance  at  the 
center  of  the  boisterous 
activities.  While  some  at¬ 
tendees  grumbled  that 
sparse  dinner  offerings 
and  lack  of  seating  space 
indicated  hard  times  in  the 
industry,  others  were  more 
optimistic.  Taylor  Mirfen- 


appearance  by  Boston  May¬ 
or  Thomas  Menino,  who 
greeted  participants  at  the 
ceremonies  and  spoke  of 
Boston's  rich  multicultural 
heritage.  A  surprise  cameo 
by  celebrity  chef  Ming  Tsai, 
owner  of  the  award-win¬ 
ning  Blue  Ginger  restaurant 
in  Wellesley,  spoke  to  the 
diversity  of  Asian- Ameri¬ 
can  experience,  and  to  the 
importance  of  traditional 
and  new  media  in  calling 
attention  to  these  accom¬ 


plishments. 

The  AAJA  will  be  meet¬ 
ing  next  year  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  and  currently  boasts  a 
membership  of  more  than 
two  thousand  people. 

Rebecca  Chang  is  a  Sam¬ 
pan  correspondent. 


Become  an  FBI  Special  Agent. 


We  are  currently  seeking  Special  Agent  candidates  in  the 
following  critical  skill  areas:  Intelligence  experience 

•  Computer  Science  or  IT  •  Engineering  •  Physical  Science 

•  Accounting/Finance  •  Law  •  Law  Enforcement  or  other 
Investigative  experience  •  Military  experience  •  or  Foreign 
Language  (Chinese  -  all  dialects,  Korean,  Urdu,  Indonesian, 
Punjabi,  Tamil,  Pashto,  and  Hindi)  •  and  many  other 
disciplines. 


To  qualify  for  the  position  of  FBI  Special  Agent,  you  must 
possess  a  four-year  college  degree  plus  three  years  of 
professional  work  experience:  be  available  for  assignment 
anywhere  in  the  FBI's  jurisdiction;  be  between  the  ages  of  23 
and  36;  and  be  in  excellent  physical  condition  with  the  ability 
to  pass  a  rigorous  physical  fitness  test. 

Or  join  us  in  one  of  our 
Professional  Staff  positions. 

Our  Professional  Staff  possess  a  myriad  of  specialized 
experience  including  the  collection  and  dissemination  of 
intelligence  information  as  well  as  analyzing  and  deciphering 
communications  in  order  to  keep  our  nation  safe.  Explore  our 
variety  of  opportunities  from  entry  level  to  senior 
management  in  the  following  areas:  •  IT/Computer  Science 

•  Intelligence  •  Engineering  •  Budget/Finance 

•  Management  •  Human  Resources  •  Trade  &  Maintenance 

•  and  many  more. 

Please  visit  our  Web  site  for  complete  details.  Positions  are 
added  daily. 


lereske,  a  student  at  Ohio 
Jniversity's  E.W.  Scripps 
School  of  Journalism,  was 
;xcited  to  be  attending  her 
irst  AAJA  convention, 
wen  though  she  had  been 
nvolved  with  the  organiza- 
i on  since  high  school.  "It's 
t  good  network- 
ng  opportunity," 
vlirfenderske  said, 

;choing  a  popular 
sentiment.  Other 
students  eagerly 
ooked  forward  to 
:he  opportunity 
:o  workshop  their 
portfolios,  rang- 
ng  from  DVDs  of 
broadcast  media 
appearances  to 
more  traditional 
reporting  "clip 
hies." 

The  ceremo¬ 
nies  highlighted 
a  younger  demo¬ 
graphic  within 
the  field:  the 
Seaport  ballroom 
boasted  a  unique 
concentration 
of  well-dressed, 
up-and-coming 
young  writers 
buzzing  back  and 
forth  from  the  bar, 
mingling  with 
staff  writers  from 
some  of  America's 
most  prestigious 
media  outlets. 

Attendees 
also  enjoyed  an 


Apply  online  today  at  WWW.FBIjobS.gov 

You  must  be  a  U.S.  citizen  and  consent  to  a  complete 
background  investigation,  drug  test,  and  polygraph  as  a 
prerequisite  for  employment.1  Only  those  candidates 
determined  to  be  best  qualified  will  be  contacted  to  proceed 
in  the  selection  process. 

The  FBI  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


j) 


Pacific  Interpreters  is  currently  hiring  Chinese 
speakers  (who  speak  both  Cantonese  and 
Mandarin,  as  well  as  speakers  of  rarer  lan¬ 
guages  including  Fukienese,  Fuzhou,  and 
Toishanese)  for  over-the-phone  interpreting.  All 
pacific  Qf  our  interpreters  are  independent  contractors; 
interpreters  therefore  they  have  fu)|  control  over  their  sched- 
wt  understand.  u|e  We  on|y  sencj  ca||s  during  the  times  they 
choose.  The  current  demand  for  Chinese  is  during  the  hours  of 
1:00  am  -  8:00  am  EST,  as  well  as  8:00  am  -  5:00  pm  EST,  so 
some  availability  within  these  time  periods  is  highly  desirable. 

If  you  or  anyone  you  know  is  interested 
in  this  opportunity,  please  apply  online  at 

www.pacificinterpreters.com 


Fulton  School  Residences 

New!  Carefree  Living  for  adults  62+ 


235  Pond  Street,  Weymouth,  MA 

Apartments  that  have  modem  and  convenient  site 
features  and  amenities.  Come  visit  and  expenence 
the  carefree  lifestyle  the  Fulton  School  Residences 

Features  &  Amenities  has  to  offer 

•  Studios,  1  &  2  bedrooms  •  Air  conditioning  •  Historical  renovation 

•  Cable  TY  &  high  speed  internet  access  available 

•  Full  applianced  kitchens  •  Community  Room  •  Laundry  facility 

•  Abundant  parking  •  On  bus  route  •  Close  to  shopping 


Now  accepting  application.  Please  call  for  details. 


Tel:  781-331-7171  •  Fax:  781-331-7172 

Program  and  Income  Qualifications  apply. 

ms  www.fultonschoolresidences.com  Winn 
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Boston-area  Asian  landlords 
discuss  property-owning 


Quincy’s  22nd  annual  Au¬ 
gust  Moon  Festival  a 
multicultural  celebration 


Nissi  Cui  discusses  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  landownership  in  Massachusetts  at 
the  Asian  America  Landlord  Association  Meeting.  (Photo  by  Rebecca  Chang) 


By  Rebecca  Chang 

A  dozen  Boston-area 
Asian  landlords  gathered 
on  August  17  in  Quincy's 
Thomas  Crane  Public 
Library,  discussing  the 
legal  and  health  issues 
of  property-owning  in 
the  second  meeting  of 
the  Asian  Landlord  As¬ 
sociation.  The  evening's 
session,  co-convened  by 
Quincy  lawyer  Judy  Hell¬ 
er  and  local  landowner 
Theresa  Lau,  sought  to 
outline  the  basic  laws 
and  regulations  of  Boston 
housing  codes  for  land¬ 
lords.  While  the  evening 
was  primarily  designed 
to  give  landowners  rel¬ 
evant  advice  for  navigat¬ 
ing  property  manage¬ 
ment  and  working  with 
tenants  and  government 
officials,  landlords  were 
given  a  similar  opportu¬ 
nity  to  share  experiences, 
concerns,  and  legal  and 
health  questions. 

Cindy  DeCristofaro, 
Chief  Sanitarian  of  the 
Quincy  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  opened  the  meeting 
by  reviewing  Massachu¬ 
setts'  "Minimum  Stan¬ 
dards  for  Human  Habi¬ 
tation"  -  the  code  that 
outlines  property  owners' 
basic  requirements  for 
rented  properties.  After  a 
question-and-answer  ses¬ 
sion,  Rebecca  Robateau, 
a  representative  of  the 
Quincy  Department  of 
Public  Health's  Child¬ 
hood  Lead  Poisoning 
Prevention  Program, 
outlined  landlords'  re¬ 


sponsibilities  in  keeping 
their  properties  safe  for 
children.  Both  officials  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance 
of  diligently  maintaining 
properties,  while  recog¬ 
nizing  the  difficulties  that 
landlords  face  in  navigat¬ 
ing  complicated  property 
laws. 

Many  attendees  were 
able  to  share  their  own 
frustrations.  When  one 
Chinese-American  Boston 
landlord  sought  to  evict  a 
family  that  had  failed  to 
pay  its  rent,  the  tenants 
claimed  that  their  child 
had  lead  poisoning,  and 
that  they  were  preparing 
to  sue.  While  their  rental 
application  had  stated  that 
their  child  was  more  than 
six  years  old,  and  the  land¬ 
lord  was  thereby  not  re¬ 
quired  to  de-lead  his  prop¬ 
erty,  the  tenants  revealed 
that  the  child  was,  in  fact, 
five,  and  the  landlord 
was  legally  responsible 
to  cover  the  hefty  costs  of 
food  and  housing  during 
the  child's  treatment. 

While  frustrating  to 
landlords,  Heller  and  oth¬ 
ers  emphasized  through¬ 
out  the  meeting  that  the 
brunt  of  legal  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  tenant-landlord  rela¬ 
tionships  falls  upon  land¬ 
lords.  Even  if  a  tenant  dan¬ 
gerously  insisted  on  taking 
out  the  property's  smoke 
detector's  batteries  each 
time  she  cooked,  Heller 
noted,  the  landlord  would 
ultimately  be  responsible 
in  the  case  of  a  fire.  While 
a  landlord  can  help  secure 
his  or  her  interests  by 


making  note  of  a  tenant's 
violations  in  writing,  the 
legal  burden  remains  the 
property  owner's  alone. 

A  collective  rumbling 
in  the  room  indicated  a 
mix  of  incredulity  and 
disbelief. 

The  evening's  conver¬ 
sation  also  touched  upon 
the  sensitive  legal  issues 
involved  in  managing 
tenants  receiving  feder¬ 
ally  subsidized  housing 
vouchers  -  commonly 
referred  to  as  "Section  8 
tenants"  -  and  landlord's 
responsibilities  for  prop¬ 
erty  furnishings.  Many 
property  Owners  were 
surprised  to  learn  that 
any  appliances  in  their 
houses  or  apartments  at 
the  time  of  rental  -  includ¬ 
ing  air-conditioning  units 
and  dish-washers  -  are 
required  to  be  fully  func¬ 
tional  throughout  the  term 
of  the  lease.  Furthermore, 
Heller  emphasized,  it  is 
illegal  to  ask  tenants  to 
waive  their  rights  to  these 
appliances,  and  landlords 
should  be  prepared  to 
either  fix  or  uninstall  and 
remove  any  malfunction¬ 
ing  appliances  from  the 
property. 

Looming  in  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  meeting 
was  the  specter  of  this 
March's  deadly  "illegal 
apartment"  fire  in  Quincy. 
That  fire,  which  claimed 
the  lives  of  an  Iraqi  im¬ 
migrant  and  his  two 
baby  sons,  drew  public 
attention  to  the  problem 
of  crowded,  illegal  hous¬ 
ing  -  with  recent  reports 


Twelve  eager  participants  raced  to  win  this  year's 
Watermelon  Contest  at  the  Quincy  August  Moon  Festi¬ 
val.  (Photo  by  Natalie  Ornell) 


A  traditionally  costumed  dancer  performs  as  part  of 
Quincy's  cultural  program  on  the  main  stage.  (Photo  by 
Natalie  Ornell) 


Two  ladies  posing  as  Moon  Lady  and  Jade  Rabbit. 
(Photo  by  Natalie  Ornell) 


indicating  that  a  majority 
of  the  illegal  apartments 
discovered  this  year  have 
been  Asian  owned.  There¬ 
fore,  a  need  to  bring  basic 
information  about  safety 
codes  to  immigrant  land- 
owners  -  and  raise  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  potentially 
devastating  consequences 
of  non-compliance  - 
seemed  to  be  a  motivating 
factor  of  the  meetings.  "In 
light  of  the  recent  tragedy 
involving  'illegal  dwell¬ 
ings'  here  in  Quincy,"  Cin¬ 
dy  DeCristofaro  noted  via 
e-mail,  "this  need  becomes 
even  more  apparent." 

The  meeting  was  also 
a  tacit  acknowledgement 
that  language  barriers 
often  block  access  to  legal 
help  and  a  full  under¬ 
standing  of  regulations 
and  responsibilities,  a 
difficulty  that  the  Quincy 
government  has  sought 
to  overcome.  A  trilingual 
Mandarin,  Cantonese,  and 
English  translator  helped 
facilitate  throughout,  and 
the  Department  of  Public 
Health's  Robateau  provid¬ 
ed  materials  on  lead  and 
de-leading  in  Vietnamese. 

DeCristofaro  empha¬ 
sized  that  community  po¬ 
lice  officers  equipped  with 
various  Asian  languages 
have  been  utilized  in  cases 
with  landlords  facing 
communication  difficul¬ 
ties.  "We  have  recently 
purchased  hand-held 
translators  for  our  in-the- 
field  inspectors  and  public 
health  nurses  in  an  effort 
to  improve  communica¬ 
tions  with  our  diverse  res¬ 
ident  population,"  DeCris¬ 
tofaro  added.  Over  17,000 
Asian  Americans  reside  in 
Quincy,  MA,  making  up 
nearly  20  percent  of  the 
population. 

Rebecca  Chang  is  a  Sam¬ 
pan  correspondent. 


By  Natalie  Ornell 

Thousands  attended 
Quincy's  22nd  Annual 
August  Moon  Festival 


organized  by  Quincy 
Asian  Resources,  Inc. 
(QARI)  which  featured 
performances  from  Irish 

CONTINUED  PAGE  7 


Early  Childhood  Education  Director 

•  Direct  day  to  day  activities  of  51 -slot  early  education  and  childcare 
center  (7  infants,  9  toddlers,  35  pre-schoolers) 

•  Recruit  families  for  participation  in  center 

•  Develop  early  childhood  education  program  and  curriculum 

•  Hire  and  supervise  teaching  staff 

•  Develop  marketing  materials 

•  Communicate  with  parents  about  children's  activities  and  integrate 
parents  requests 

•  Coordinate  training  for  staff 

Collaborate  with  AACA's  educational  and  social  service  programs 


i 


' 


We  Welcome  You  to  Visit  One  of  our  Six  Worship  Services 

BOSTON  CHINESE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH 


English  Worship  Services 

•  9:15am  (Boston) 

Quincy  Elementary  School  Auditorium 
885  Washington  Street,  Boston 

•  11:00am  (Newton) 

BCEC  Newton  Campus 
218  Walnut  Street,  Newton 

Mandarin  Worship  Service 

•  9:15am  (Boston) 
at  the  main  church  building 
249  Harrison  Ave,  Boston 


JL 


Boston  Campus 
249  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617) 426-5711 


www.bcec.net 


Cantonese  Worship  Services 

•  9:15am  (Newton) 

BCEC  Newton  Campus 
218  Walnut  Street,  Newton 

•  11:00am  (Boston) 

at  the  main  church  building 
249  Harrison  Ave,  Boston 

•  11:15am  (Boston) 

Quincy  Elementary  School  Auditorium 
885  Washington  Street,  Boston 


Newton  Campus 

218  Walnut  Street 
Newton,  MA  02460 
(617)  243-0100 


Requirements: 

•  Center  management  experience  desired 

•  Must  have  a  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Director  I  License 

•  Knowledge  of  Reggio  Emilia  approach  a  plus 

•  Creative,  energetic  and  enthusiastic 
Excellent  oral  and  written  communication  skills 

Lead  Teacher: 

•  Certified  infant/Toddler  or  Pre-school  Lead  Teachers 
Bilingual  in  Mandarin/English  a  plus 

Teacher  and  Asst.  Teacher: 

•  Certification  in  early  childhood  education 
Bilingual  in  Mandarin/English  a  plus 

Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Includes  full  benefit  package 

Forward  your  resume:  Georgians  Tam,  Office  Manager,  Asian 
American  Civic  Association,  87  Tyler  Street,  5th  floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111.  Email:  hr@aaca-boston .ora 

Asian  American  Civic  Association  is  an  equal 
opportunity/ affirmative  action  employer 
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FROM  PAGE  6  -  FESTI¬ 
VAL 


step  dance  and  Korean 
dance  to  Taiko  Drum¬ 
ming  and  Indian  dance. 
Moon  bounces  from  the 
South  Shore  YMCA  and 
bubble  tea  stands  lined 
Hancock  Street  and  chil¬ 
dren  competed  in  wa¬ 
termelon  eating  contests 
on  stage.  The  festival 
opened  with  a  dragon 
and  lion  dance  parade. 
Chairman  of  the  festival 
Frank  Poon  and  Quincy 
Mayor  Thomas  Koch 
made  the  opening  re¬ 
marks. 

Mock  voting  booths 
set  up  at  the  festival  al¬ 
lowed  Quincy  residents 
the  chance  to  practice 
the  voting  process  with 
help  from  festival  vol¬ 
unteers.  Residents  also 
had  the  opportunity  to 
register  to  vote  and  to 
practice  filling  out  the 
Census. 

The  weather  favored 
the  festival  in  spite  of 
the  rainy  forecast  be¬ 
cause  of  the  local  hur¬ 
ricane.  Many  who  at¬ 
tended  both  Chinatown 
and  Quincy's  August 
Moon  festivals  dedi¬ 
cated  their  time  by  rais¬ 
ing  money  for  victims  of 
this  month's  Typhoon 
Morakot,  the  deadliest 
recorded  Typhoon  to 
impact  Taiwan. 

Quincy  Asian  Re¬ 
sources,  INC.  located 
on  1509  Hancock  Street 
was  established  in  2001. 
QARI  primarily  serves 
the  Asian  immigrant 
population  of  the  South 
Shore  through  Informa¬ 
tion  &  Referral  Services, 
translation,  English  for 
Speakers  of  Other  Lan¬ 
guages,  outreach,  volun¬ 
teering  and  youth  lead¬ 
ership  programs  (www. 
quincy  asianresources . 
org).  QARI  hosts  both 
the  August  Moon  festi¬ 
val  and  the  Lunar  New 
Year  festival. 

Benson  Tang,  a 
Quincy  Asian  Resources 
Inc.  volunteer  and 
UMASS  Boston  junior 
said,  "I've  been  volun¬ 
teering  since  my  fresh¬ 
man  year  in  high 
school.  My  father 
was  a  founding 
member  of  QARI. 

The  festival  is 
going  great  with 
a  great  turnout. 

We  wanted  to  fit 
in  many  cultures 
this  year." 


Health 


By  Mike  Herscher 


In  recent  years,  anti¬ 
depressants  have  become 
increasingly  popular  and 
are  now  the  most  fre¬ 
quently  prescribed  drugs 
in  the  United  States.  In 
2007,  an  estimated  30 
million  Americans  spent 
about  $12  billion  on 
antidepressants.  With 
this  increased  use  comes 
increased  awareness  of 
both  the  benefits  as  well 
as  the  drawbacks  of  these 
medications.  This  article 
will  explain  some  of  the 
factors  to  consider  when 
deciding  if  taking  medi¬ 
cation  for  depression  is 
right  for  you. 

There  are  many  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  antide¬ 
pressants  with  varying 
side  effects  and  effec¬ 
tiveness.  One  common 
class  of  antidepressant  is 
called  the  selective  sero¬ 
tonin  reuptake  inhibitors, 
or  SSRIs.  These  drugs, 
such  as  Prozac,  Paxil, 
and  Zoloft,  are  thought 
to  work  by  changing 
the  activity  of  a  chemi¬ 
cal  in  the  brain  called 
serotonin  which  seems 
to  play  a  role  in  depres¬ 
sion.  These  drugs  tend 
to  have  fewer  and  less 
severe  side  effects  than 
most  other  classes  of 
antidepressant  and  are 
therefore  frequently  the 
first  drug  a  doctor  will 
prescribe  for  depression. 
Side  effects  can  include 
dry  mouth,  insomnia, 
sexual  problems,  head¬ 
ache,  and  drowsiness. 
These  reactions  are  pres¬ 
ent  in  a  large  percentage 
of  patients  taking  SSRIs, 
although  they  frequently 
disappear  with  continued 
use  of  the  drug. 

A  newer  class  of 
antidepressants  called 
"SNRIs,"  or  sometimes 
"SSNRIs,"  which  includes 
the  drugs  Effexor  and 
Cymbalta,  affects  sero¬ 
tonin  as  well  as  another 
chemical  in  the  brain, 
norepinephrine.  Side 
effects  of  these  drugs 
include  nausea  and  loss 


Q&A:  Antidepressants 
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of  appetite,  anxiety  and 
nervousness,  headache, 
insomnia  and  tiredness. 
Dry  mouth,  constipa¬ 
tion,  weight  loss,  sexual 
problems,  increased 
heart  rate  and  increased 
cholesterol  levels  can  also 
occur.  These  drugs  may 
be  slightly  more  effective 
at  relieving  depression 
than  the  SSRIs,  and  also 
are  useful  at  relieving 
the  pain  symptoms  that 
may  be  present  in  some 
depressed  patients. 

While  all  of  these 
drugs  can  have  undesir¬ 
able  side  effects,  they 
also  allow  many  people 
to  live  normal  lives 
which  would  otherwise 
not  be  possible.  It  is  easy 
to  stigmatize  antidepres¬ 
sants  as  "lifestyle"  drugs, 
especially  since  they 
have  become  so  com¬ 
monplace,  but  for  many 
suffering  from  moderate 
or  severe  depression, 
they  can  literally  be  a 
lifesaver. 


What  other  treat¬ 
ments  for  depression  are 
there  besides  medica¬ 
tion? 


For  mild  or  moder¬ 
ate  depression,  various 
°.f  psyf  betherapy, 

. ,  or  "talk  therapy,",  ean.be 
effective  treatment  with¬ 
out  antidepressant  medi¬ 
cation.  In  this  therapy, 
the  patient  meets  with 
a  trained  therapist  and 
discusses  their  feelings, 
thoughts,  and  behavior. 
There  are  several  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  psychother¬ 
apy,  and  you  can  talk  to 
your  doctor  about  which 
kind  might  be  right  for 
you.  For  severe  depres¬ 
sion,  psychotherapy  may 
be  used  in  addition  to 
medication. 


What  about  "alterna¬ 
tive"  treatments  for  de¬ 
pression? 


While  alterna¬ 
tive  treatments,  those 
beyond  the  scope  of 
Western  medicine,  may 


v\t\9 


fora 


Natalie  Omell 
is  a  Sampan  corre¬ 
spondent. 


Is  Accepting  Pro-Enrollments  NOW 
for  our  2009  Opening! 


WE  OFFER: 


be  useful  in  treating 
mild  depression,  they 
have  not  been  shown  to 
work  well  for  moderate 
or  severe  depression. 
Some  treatments  include 
meditation,  acupunc¬ 
ture,  exercise,  St.  John's 
Wort,  a  molecule  called 
SAM-e,  and  omega-3 
fatty  acids.  Any  "natural" 
supplement  can  have 
side  effects  and  interact 
with  other  medicine  you 
might  be  taking,  so  talk 
with  your  doctor  before 
taking  an  herbal  supple¬ 
ment  such  as  St.  John's 
Wort. 


I've  heard  that  anti¬ 
depressants  can  increase 
suicidal  thoughts.  Is  that 
true?\ 

In  2004,  the  FDA 
began  requiring  anti¬ 
depressants  to  carry  a 
warning  stating  that  the 
drugs  could  lead  to  in¬ 
creased  suicidal  thoughts 
or  behavior  in  children 
and  adolescents.  It  is  still 
unclear  whether  these 
drugs  actually  increase 
the  likelihood  of  suicide 
or  whether  they  decrease 
its  likelihood  by  treating 
depression.  If  you  are 
considering  giving  an  an¬ 
tidepressant  to  a  child  or 
adolescent,  you  should 

talk  with,  your  doctor 

m  n  ■  ■  •*. '  I  rnjp. 


about  this  issue. 


How  long  will  I  have 
to  take  antidepressants 
for? 


Some  people  have  a 
single  episode  of  depres¬ 
sion  and  take  antidepres¬ 
sants  for  6  to  12  months, 
while  others  may  need 
to  take  medication  in¬ 
definitely.  There  is  no 
evidence  that  long-term 
use  causes  any  persistent 
side  effects  that  do  not 
subside  when  the  medi¬ 
cation  is  discontinued. 

Patients  may 
need  to  take 
the  medication 
for  four  to  six 
weeks  to  get 
the  full  benefit 


of  the  drug.  Once  they 
are  ready  to  stop  tak¬ 
ing  it,  they  may  need  to 
stop  gradually  in  order 
to  avoid  withdrawal 
symptoms  that  can  in¬ 
clude  dizziness,  fatigue, 
nausea,  headaches,  and 
anxiety.  Despite  these 
discontinuation  symp¬ 
toms,  antidepressants 
are  not  considered  to  be 
addictive. 


The  U  Visa 


Each  week,  the  SAM¬ 
PAN  invites  its  readers  to 
write  questions  to  Keith 
Pabian,  an  immigration 
attorney  in  Boston.  At¬ 
torney  Pabian  will  answer 
your  questions  in  each 
issue.  To  submit  a  ques¬ 
tion,  please  email  Sampan 
at  editor@sampan.org 


Where  can  I  learn 
more  about  depression 
treatments? 


The  following  web¬ 
sites  and  phone  numbers 
can  help  you  to  learn 
more  about  depression 
treatments: 


Q:  I  have  been  the 
victim  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  and  a  friend  told  me 
about  the  U  visa.  What  is 
this  visa  and  am  I  eligible 
to  apply  for  it? 


The  National  Institue 
of  Mental  Health 

http:/ / www.nimh. 
nih.gov/  health/  topics  / 
depression/index. shtml 
(866)  615-6464 


Depression  and  Bipo¬ 
lar  Support  Alliance 
http:/ /  www.dbsal- 
liance.org 

(800)  826-3632 


A:  The  U  visa  is  a 
temporary  United  States 
visa  that  is  available  to 
non-U.S.  Citizens  who 
have  suffered  physical  or 
mental  abuse  as  a  result  of 
a  crime  committed  in  the 
United  States.  Examples 
of  crimes  that  have  led  to 
U  visas  are  rape,  sexual 
assault,  torture,  human 


CONTINUED  PAGE  8 


Article  funded  through 
the  Asian  Health  Initiative 
of  Tufts  Medical  Center 


Everett  5  Rooms  clean  2 
LPG.  Bed  rooms  near 
bus  line  in  private  home 
with  parking  $885.00 
per  month  617-389- 
4433 


U.S.  District 
Court,  MA,  seeks 
applicants  for 
appointment  as  a 
full-time  U.S. 
Magistrate'  Judge . 
Go  to 

www . mad . uscour ts . g 


ov  to  view 


complete  vacancy 
notice  and 
application . 


Braintree  Home  For  Sale 

Large  beautiful  Braintree  Home  with 
6  Bedrooms,  5  1/2  Bathrooms, 
Inground  Pool,  Gourmet  Kitchen, 
and  a  Four  Season  Room. 
$775,000.  A  must  see. 

Contact:  GaiLNocera 

Coldwell  Banker,  Milton 
1-781-241-7604  Cell 
1-617-690-4248  Work 


The  Settlement 
Taunton  Affordable  Housing 

First-come.  First-Served! 


Place  Where  Your  Child  Can 


8*-Oss 


Beds  &  Bl*ss*ms 

Early  Education  and  Care  Center 


*  Childcare  for  Infants,  Toddlers,  and  Pre-School 

*  Mandarin  Immersion  Learning  Environment 

*  Reggio  Emilia  Teaching  Philosophy 

*  Professionally  Licensed  and  Experienced  Teachers 

*  Brand-new  Facilities 

 — 


FOR  MORE  INFO,  PLEASE  CONTACT 
Phone  (617)  426-9492  x203  Email:  budsandblossoms@aaca-boston  org 
Address  87  Tyler  Street.  Boston  Chinatown.  MA  021 1 1 


3  three-bedroom,  1.5  bathroom  duplexes:  $196,000 
Your  Total  Monthly  Housing  Costs*  are  only  $1,355  (approx.)!!! 
*Total  Monthly  Housing  Costs  are  the  estimated  sum  of  a  your  mortgage 
payment  (30  year,  fixed  rate),  your  monthly  real-estate  taxes,  insurance 
and  $100.00  Annual  Homeoumers  Association  Fee 
The  Settlement  development  is  located  on  Joseph  Warner 
Boulevard  in  Taunton,  MA.  These  affordable  units  are  part  of 
the  fourteen-unit  condominium  development. 

Units  will  be  sold  at  affordable  prices  to  households  with  incomes 
at  or  below  80%  of  the  area  median  income. 

The  Maximum  Income  Limits  for  Households  are  as  follows: 

1  Person  -  $46,300  2  Person  -  $52,950 

3  Person  -  $59,550  4  Person  -  $66,150 

5  Person  -  $71,450  4  Person  -  $76,750 

Households  cannot  have  more  than  $75,000  in  assets. 

For  more  information  on  the  Development,  the  Units  or  the 
Lottery  and  Application  Process, 
please  visit:  www.s-e-b.com/lottery  or  call  617.782.6900 
Applications  and  Information  available  at  the  Taunton  City  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Conservation  Office  and  the  Taunton  Public  Library. 
Affordable  homes  will  be  sold  in  the  order  that  COMPLETED 
Applications  are  received. 

Completed  Applications  must  include  Mortgage  Pre-Approvals. 
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trafficking,  kidnapping, 
false  imprisonment, 
involuntary  servitude 
(slavery),  witness  to 
tampering,  abduction, 
domestic  violence,  incest, 
female  genital  mutilation, 
and  being  held  hostage. 

An  applicant  for  a 
U  visa  does  not  have 
to  be  married  to  a  U.S. 
Citizen  or  permanent 
resident.  Additionally, 
the  government  does  not 
require  that  a  person  be 
in  a  relationship  with  the 
person  who  committed 
the  crime.  Therefore,  a 
rape  victim  is  eligible  for 
a  U  visa. 

A  major  requirement 
for  obtaining  a  U  visa 
is  that  applicants  must 
show  that  they  have  been 
helpful,  are  being  help¬ 
ful,  or  will  likely  be  help¬ 
ful  to  law  enforcement 
for  an  investigation  or 
prosecution  of  the  crime 
in  question.  Therefore,  a 
person  not  willing  to  talk 
to  the  police  about  the 
crime  committed  against 
them  will  have  trouble  in 
being  issued  a  U  visa. 

I  recently  assisted  a 
client  with  a  U  visa  case. 
My  client  was  a  Chinese 
woman  who  had  been 
raped  while  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  on  a  student 
visa.  She  reported  the 
rape  to  the  police,  but  the 
police  never  charged  the 
rapist.  Nevertheless,  be¬ 


cause  my  client  was  able 
to  show  that  she  helped 
the  police  with  their  rape 
investigation,  she  was 
able  to  obtain  a  U  visa. 

The  largest  benefit 
to  the  U  visa  is  that  after 
a  person  possesses  a  U 
visa  for  three  years,  they 
are  able  to  apply  for  U.S. 
permanent  residency  and 
obtain  a  green  card. 

If  you  are  a  non-U.S. 
citizen  and  have  been 
the  victim  of  a  crime,  I 
strongly  encourage  you 
to  seek  legal  help  to  dis¬ 
cuss  your  situation  in 
more  detail. 

Keith  A.  Pabian,  Esq. 
is  an  immigration  attorney. 
He  can  be  reached  at  (617) 
951-3721. 


Youth 


What  is 

Asian 

America? 

By  Melissa  Dang 

Asian  America  has 
many  definitions.  It 
could  just  simply  mean 
Asians  in  America,  rice 
and  lion  dances,  or  it 
could  have  a  deeper 


meaning.  Those  two 
words  to  me  are  all  the 
struggles,  obstacles, 
and  experiences  that  all 
Asians  and  Asian- Amer¬ 
icans  have  faced  and 
overcome  while  living  in 
the  United  States. 

The  first  influx  of 
Asian  settlers  came  in  the 
1840s  in  search  for  riches 
during  the  1848  Califor¬ 
nia  Gold  Rush  and  also 
in  the  1860s  to  work  in 
large  labor  gangs  to  build 
the  Transcontinental 
Railroad.  These  settlers 
had  faced  much  preju¬ 
dice  while  in  America 
when  the  surface  gold 
had  started  to  disappear 
and  when  they  were 
blamed  for  depressed 
low  wages  due  to  the 
post-Civil  War  economy  . 
in  decline.  Not  only  were 
the  American  people 
and  nativists  against  the 
immigration  of  Asians 
into  the  United  States, 
but  the  United  States 
government  was  against 
it  as  well.  On  May  8, 

1882,  President  Chester 
A.  Arthur  had  signed  the 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act 
into  law.  The  Act  had 
suspended  immigration 
in  the  United  States  and 
Asian  men  already  in 
the  United  States  had 
to  make  a  decision  on 
whether  to  go  back  home 
and  reunite  with  their 


families  or  stay  in  the 
"Land  of  Opportunity" 
and  have  a  small  chance 
of  starting  another  family 
in  the  United  States. 

Even  to  this  day  there 
are  still  struggles  that 
Asian  Americans  are 
facing.  An  example  of  a 
recent  struggle  would 
be  the  I-Hotel  incident, 
where  Filipino  immi¬ 
grants  were  forced  out 
of  the  Hotel  so  that  the 
building  could  be  de¬ 
molished.  Also,  there  are 
the  modern-day  stereo¬ 
types  of  Asians  being  the 
model  minority  because 
of  their  high  work  ethic, 
high  degree  of  profes¬ 
sional  and  academic  suc¬ 
cess,  and  for  their  respect 
for  elders.  It  is  through 
all  these  challenges  and 
many,  many  more  that  I 
believe  that  Asian  Amer¬ 
ica  to  me  means  all  the 
struggles,  obstacles,  and 
experiences  that  all  of  the 
Asian  and  Asian- Ameri¬ 
can  people  have  faced  as 
early  as  the  1800s  to  the 
present  day.  What  does 
Asian  America  mean  to 
you? 


By  Jim  Yu  Lui 

Have  you  ever  no¬ 
ticed  that  Boston  Chi¬ 
natown  lacks  recycling 
bins?  Many  people  walk 
through  Chinatown  daily 
and  deposit  their  trash 
into  one  of  the  many 
abundant  trash  bins  in 
Chinatown.  Have  you 
ever  thought  about  help¬ 
ing  the  environment 
and  turning  some  of  this 
trash  into  new  products? 
Well,  the  Chinese  Youth 
Initiative  decided  to 
host  a  Chinatown  clean¬ 
up  to  raise  awareness 
of  the  lack  of  recycling 
bins  in  Chinatown.  They 
reached  out  to  other 
youth  programs  around 
Chinatown  and  even 
invited  their  friends  and 
families  to  join  in  the  ef¬ 
fort.  Youth  from  AACA, 
BCNC,  ACDC  and  other 
programs  worked  to¬ 
gether  to  educate  the 
public  about  the  need  for 
recycling  bins. 

On  Thursday,  Au¬ 
gust  20  about  30  youth 
showed  up  at  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association 
ready  to  get  their  hands 
dirty  on  clean-up  day. 
Food  was  served  and 
introductions  were  made. 


Then  it  was  time  to  head 
out.  Masks  and  gloves 
were  provided  and  the 
youth  were  all  eager  for 
clean-up. 

Litter  on  the  street 
was  picked  up  one  by 
one,  which  were  then 
separated  into  recyclable 
and  non-recyclable.  The 
youth  also  raised  aware¬ 
ness  of  a  greener  China¬ 
town  by  holding  signs 
and  marching  through 
the  streets  at  the  same 
time.  Some  youth  even 
went  off  and  sought 
signatures  for  their  re¬ 
cycling  bin  petition.  Ev¬ 
eryone  was  cooperative 
and  tried  to  do  their  part 
for  a  greener  Chinatown. 
The  clean-up  ended  with 
the  youth  running  back 
to  the  Chinese  Progres¬ 
sive  Association  in  the 
pouring  rain.  Let's  hope 
their  efforts  will  pay  off 
and  recycle  bins  will  be 
stationed  in  Chinatown 
in  the  near  future. 


Jun  Yu  Lui  is  an 
AACA  youth  volunteer. 


It’s  6:00pm  and  I  am  on  my  way  to  night  class  at 

Massasoit  Community  College. 


Classes  start  September  8,  2009 

Online  |  Days  |  Evenings  |  Weekends  (Saturday  &  Sunday) 
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h  The  Next  Step 


For  more  information  visit  us  at: 

www.massasoit.mass.edu 
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St.  Mary’s  Plaza  ggstfgiRJafts 

30  Pleasant  Street  •  Lynn.  MA  01902 


St.  Mary's  Pti/a  is  now  accepting  applications  for  1 
bedroom  ipertments.  Eligible  applicants  must  meet  income 
limits  of  $31,550.00  for  a  single  person  or  $36, 100.00  for 
a  couple.  St  Mary's  Plaza  is  open  to  individuals  62  years  of 
age  &  older  end  to  adults  of  all  age  who  require  the  features 
of  a  wheeldviir  accessible  apartment 
Annual  Ineome  must  not  exceed  HUD's  current  SMA  limits 
for  very  low  income  (50%  of  Median). 

St.  Mary  S  Pin; d  is  a  HUD  funded  section  202-8  facility  with 
on  she  management  24  hour  emergency  maintenance., 
resident  service  coordinator,  and  on-site  activities. 
Applicants  will  be  eligible  for  units  with  bedroom  counts 
appropriate  to  their  family  sue. 

For  applications  or  more  information,  please  contact 
Sarah  J.  Calland  (781)  593-6303 
Please,  no  walk  ins. 
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St  Mary’s  P.a/a  ooes  not  dtscrimmaie  on  the  back  of  handicapped  status  in  the  admission  or  access  to.  or 
treatment  of  employment  m.  Its  leoeralh  assisted  programs  arid  activities-  Maloney  Properties  ha  s  a  coordinator 
mts  wth  trie  non  dscnmmation  isqvMements  contained  m  me  Department  of  Housing  and 
(ipmeni  s  regulations  implementing  Section  504  (24  CFR  Pan  8  dated  June  2  1988)  Any  questions 
1 5Q4  compSance  please  call  (7811 943-0200  x255.  and  asA  tor  the  504  coordinator 
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Bookkeeper  Online 

Adeliade  Engineering  Services  is 
currently  looking  for  a  reliable 
hardworking  bookkeeper/customer  rep 
to  work  with  the  company.  Part  Time 
Position,  work  within  flexible  hours 
Monday  through  Friday,  must  be  above 
21  years,  understand  &  speak  English 
fluently  with  computer  experience. 
For  more  information, 
contact  Robert  Miller 
at  employment20001@gmail.com 
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